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Meetings: 

 

There will be a City Council Business Meeting on Thursday, September 5, 2019 in Council 

Chambers beginning at 7:00 p.m.  An agenda is included in your Council Packet.  A pre-meeting will 

take place at 6:30 p.m. in Conference Room A. 

 

A Senior Staff Meeting is scheduled at Hartford Fire Station beginning at 9:15 a.m. on Friday, 

September 6, 2019. 

 

Other Items:  

 

City Engineer Nick Hartley reports that the Commercial Street reconstruction project is proceeding 

well and that we are pleased with Sargent Company’s work. One complicating factor has been 

Consolidated Communications inability to meet their projected timeline for relocating their 

underground telephone/cable lines in the street potentially delaying project completion by six weeks 

or more. Consequently, we are taking steps to address that problem and avoid the disruption that a 

scheduling delay would cause the residents and businesses downtown. 

 

I have placed a Council order on this week’s agenda that, if approved, would authorize me to accept 

a $24,995 Certified Local Government grant from the Maine Historic Preservation Commission 

intended to assist in the costs of stabilizing and restoring the Colonial Theater’s façade. The theater’s 

Board has raised the grant’s matching Funds ($16,663) and additional money to complete what is 

projected to be a $150,000+ total project cost. As with other contracts between the State of Maine 

and the City (e.g. CDBG grants, MDOT grants) there is standard language – that the State will not 

deviate from – that conflicts with our insurance and fiscal policies that we typically acceded to in 

order to receive the funding. I am recommending that we do so in this case as well (in this case, we 

only draw down and remit grant money upon receipt of paid invoices from the theater 501-C-3 that 

we confirm are in order).   

 

There will be a public hearing on the long-anticipated  state grant funded Cony High 

School/Farrington School Trail, on Monday, September 9th at 6:30 p.m. in the Learning Gallery. This 

project has been planned for a long time and it is great news that funds are now in place and we are 

ready to proceed. A popular path through the woods (all on City-owned land) has existed for 

decades. Once the improvements are completed, it will be safer and handicapped-accessible. 

 

Work continues on site analysis for the proposed new police station. The architects’ contract has 

been amended to incorporate the third site on Arsenal Street and an appraisal has been ordered 

(we’ve had to find a different appraiser than the one used for the Union Street and Apgar sites as he 

does work for the owner of the Arsenal Street property). Our goal continues to be to have to you for 
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review by the end of this month the best information we can generate on all three sites – fully 

appreciating the importance of the public policy questions you are weighing.    

 

On Thursday’s agenda you will also find orders authorizing me to finalize collective bargaining 

agreements with the Police Patrol and Police Supervisors bargaining units. We have reached tentative 

agreements with those units consistent with Council’s guidelines. 

 

C: Department and Bureau Directors 

 Legislative Delegation   


